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The Kinder Houston Area Survey (1982-2016)

Thirty-five years of systematic interviews with representative samples of 
Harris County residents, focused on three central issues:

  

  

  



EEccoonnoommiicc  OOuuttllooookkss

Two contrasting 
economic eras 
(1949 to 1979 and 
1980 to 2014)

The 30 years after World 
War II were a period of
broad-based prosperity.

The past 35 years have 
been marked by growing 
income inequalities.
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Percent increase in before-tax income

The 30 years after World War II (1949-1979)

The past 35 years (1980-2014)
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Supplements.  Mean  Household  Income  Received  By  Each  Fifth  and  the  Top  5  Percent,
Inflation  Adjusted  to  2014  dollar.
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The education requirements for jobs in 
America (1970-2020)
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By 2020, 65% of all 
American jobs will 
require education 
beyond high school.

Source:  Georgetown  University  Center  on  Education  and  the  Workforce,  2014.
"Recovery:  Job  Growth  and  Education  Requirements  through  2020."  
Retrieved  from  cew.georgetown.edu/recovery2020,  on  July  27,  2015.
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An education beyond high school is necessary
There are many ways to succeed with no more than high school

The perceived importance of post-secondary 
education (the three counties combined, 2016)
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“To be successful in today’s world, is it necessary to get an education beyond high 
school, or are there many ways to succeed with no more than a high school diploma?”

Source:  Kinder  Houston  Area  Survey  (2016)
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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The proportions of HISD seniors who are 
“college ready,” by ethnic background
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SAT/CAT Results by Ethnicity (HISD Class of 2014)

Ethnicity % At or Above 
Criterion % Tested SAT Mean ACT Mean

African American 6.0% 98.0% 1161 17.4

Asian 52.8% — 1637 26.3

Hispanic 7.1% 98.3% 1189 18.8

White 52.7% — 1611 25.7

Note: The criterion is 1110 on the SAT critical reading and mathematics combined and 24 on the ACT composite. “—” 
indicates that the data for this item were statistically improbable, or were reported outside a reasonable range.

Source:  TEA  Division  of  Performance  Reporting,  Texas  Academic  Performance  
Reports  2014-­15  District  Attendance  and  Postsecondary  Readiness  Report.
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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The number of documented U.S. immigrants, 
by decade (1820-2010)

Source:  U.S.  Department  of  Homeland  Security.  Office  of  Immigration  Statistics
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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From 1492 to 1965, 82% of all the 
immigrants who came to American 
shores came from Europe. 

After reform of the restrictive laws in 
1965, fully 88% of all the new immi-
grants have been non-Europeans.

1924
“National Origins Quota 
Act”

1965
“Hart-Celler Act”

Millions of immigrants
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Houston

Washington D.C.

Atlanta
Dallas

Boston

Cities with large numbers of foreign born residents 
(2010-2014)

Source:  ACS  2010-­2014  Five-­Year  Estimates.  U.S.  Census  Bureau
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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The demographic transformations of 
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Source:  U.S.  Census.  Classifications  based  on  Texas  State  Conventions.  
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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The ethnic distribution across Harris County
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1980
Anglo majority
Black majority
Latino majority
No majority

Source:  Outreach  Strategists,  LLC.  Color  represents  demographic  group  being  a  
majority  in  that  census  tract.
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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1990
Anglo majority
Black majority
Latino majority
No majority

Source:  Outreach  Strategists,  LLC.  Color  represents  demographic  group  being  a  
majority  in  that  census  tract.
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research

The ethnic distribution across Harris County
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2000
Anglo majority
Black majority
Latino majority
No majority

Source:  Outreach  Strategists,  LLC.  Color  represents  demographic  group  being  a  
majority  in  that  census  tract.
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research

The ethnic distribution across Harris County
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2010
Anglo majority
Black majority
Latino majority
No majority

Source:  Outreach  Strategists,  LLC.  Color  represents  demographic  group  being  a  
majority  in  that  census  tract.
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research

The ethnic distribution across Harris County
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The current population of Harris County by 
age group and ethnicity (2014)

15 Source:  U.S.  Census  Bureau.  2010-­2014  ACS  5-­year  estimates
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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The current population of the United States 
by age group and ethnicity (2014)

Source:  U.S.  Census  Bureau.  2009-­2013  ACS  5-­year  estimates
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research16
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The projected population of the United 
States by age group and ethnicity in 2050

17
Source:  U.S.  Census  Bureau.  2012  National  Population  Projections,  
Alternative  Net  International  Migration  Series  (Constant  Series).
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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Educational attainment by ethnicity, age 
25 and older (2005-2015)

Source:  Kinder  Houston  Area  Surveys  (2005-­2015)
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research18
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Socioeconomic 
status among 
Latinos by time 
in the U.S. and 
by generation
(2005-2014) 

PPeerrcceenntt  ooff  Latinos bbyy  ttiimmee  iinn  tthhee  UU..SS..

Personal 
earnings of 
more than  
$25,000

Some college 
education or 
more (Age 25+)

Working in 
production 
jobs or as  
day laborers

Source:  Kinder  Houston  Area  Surveys  (2005-­2014)
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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Correlates of 
SES among 
Latinos by time 
in the U.S. and 
by generation
(2005-2014) 

PPeerrcceenntt  ooff  LLaattiinnooss  bbyy  ttiimmee  iinn  tthhee  UU..SS..

HHaass  iinntteerrnneett  
aacccceessss  aatt  hhoommee  
oorr  wwoorrkk

OOwwnnss  tthhee  ppllaaccee  
wwhheerree  lliivveess

SSeellff  aanndd  ffaammiillyy  
hhaavvee  hheeaalltthh  
iinnssuurraannccee

Source:  Kinder  Houston  Area  Surveys  (2005-­2014)
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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Interethnic friendships among Latinos by time 
in the U.S. and by generation (1994-2014)

Source:  Kinder  Houston  Area  Survey  (1994-­2014)
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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“The numbers of undocu-
mented immigrants living in 
the Houston area are not a 
‘very serious’ problem.” 

Percent expressing positive 
feelings (6 to10 on a 10-
point scale) about “un-
documented immigrants.”

Favor: "Granting illegal 
immigrants in the U.S. a 
path to legal citizenship, 
if they speak English and 
have no criminal record."

“Immigrants to the U.S. 
generally contribute more 
to the American economy 
than they take.”

Source:  Kinder  Institute  Houston  Area  Survey  (2010-­2016)  
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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Source:  Kinder  Houston  Area  Survey  (2007-­2014)
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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““HHaavvee  yyoouu  eevveerr  bbeeeenn  iinn  aa  rroommaannttiicc  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  
wwiitthh  ssoommeeoonnee  wwhhoo  wwaass  nnoott  AAnngglloo??””

Interethnic romantic relationships by age 
among Anglos (2007, 2011 and 2014 combined)
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Percent of Anglos 
agreeing, by age:

Ethnic 
attitudes by 
age among 
Anglos
(2007–2015, 
combined)
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“The increasing ethnic 
diversity in Houston 
brought about by immi-
gration is a good thing, 
rather than a bad thing.”

Favor: “granting illegal 
immigrants in the U.S. a 
path to legal citizenship, 
if they speak English and 
have no criminal record.”

“The increasing immi-
gration into this country 
today mostly strength-
ens, rather than threat-
ens, American culture.”

24 Source:  Kinder  Houston  Area  Survey  (2007-­2014)
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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The relation between personal income and 
beliefs about the role of government (1994-2015)

Source:  Kinder  Houston  Area  Survey  (1994-­2015)
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research25
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The relation between personal income and 
assessments of discrimination (1994-2014)

Source:  Kinder  Houston  Area  Survey  (1994-­2014)
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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The relation between personal income and 
political party affiliation (1994-2014)

Source:  Kinder  Houston  Area  Survey  (1994-­2014)
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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7700++6600--66995500--55994400--44993300--33991188--2299

Interethnic romantic relationships by age 
among Blacks (2007, 2011 and 2014 combined)

Source:  Kinder  Houston  Area  Survey  (2007-­2014)
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research

68% 48% 34% 27% 16%

““HHaavvee  yyoouu  eevveerr  bbeeeenn  iinn  aa  rroommaannttiicc  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  wwiitthh  
ssoommeeoonnee  wwhhoo  wwaass  nnoott  AAffrriiccaann--AAmmeerriiccaann??”

50%
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Perceived
discrimination 
by age 
among Blacks
(1994–2014, 
combined)

29
Source:  Kinder  Houston  Area  Survey  (1994-­2014)
©  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Klineberg  and  the  Kinder  Institute  for  Urban  Research
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have the same opportunities 
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justice system in Houston
is biased against blacks.
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HHoouussttoonn  nneeeeddss  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  iinnttoo  aa  

ssuucccceessssffuull  mmuullttiieetthhnniicc  ssoocciieettyy,,  oonnee  

wwiitthh  eeqquuaalliittyy  ooff  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ffoorr  aallll  

ccoommmmuunniittiieess,,  wwhheerree  aallll  aarree  eennccoouu--

rraaggeedd  ttoo  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  aass  ffuullll  ppaarrttnneerrss  

iinn  sshhaappiinngg  tthhee  rreeggiioonn’’ss  ffuuttuurree..

Today’s pro-growth agenda
TThhee  HHoouussttoonn  rreeggiioonn  nneeeeddss  ttoo  

nnuurrttuurree  aa  ffaarr  mmoorree  eedduuccaatteedd  

wwoorrkkffoorrccee  aanndd  ddeevveelloopp  tthhee  

rreesseeaarrcchh  cceenntteerrss  tthhaatt  wwiillll  ffuueell  

tthhee  eennggiinneess  ooff  aa  nneeww  eeccoonnoommyy..
    

    

    

TThhee  HHoouussttoonn  rreeggiioonn  nneeeeddss  ttoo  ggrrooww  

iinnttoo  aa  mmuucchh  mmoorree  aappppeeaalliinngg  uurrbbaann  

ddeessttiinnaattiioonn,,  wwhhiillee  aaccccoommmmooddaattiinngg  

aann  eexxppeecctteedd  33..55  mmiilllliioonn  aaddddiittiioonnaall  

rreessiiddeennttss  iinn  tthhee  nneexxtt  2200  yyeeaarrss..
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